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Chairman’s Foreword 

 

With winter 

now firmly on 

our doorstep 

and with a chill 

in the air, a 

very warm 

welcome to this 

December issue 

of ‘Stage Write’.  

As always, we 

have some 

interesting 

stories to tell and as ever, much is going 

on at Shanklin Theatre.   In my last 

foreword, I mentioned briefly about a 

couple of folk who had heard our story 

of volunteering at Shanklin Theatre and 

although living miles away on the 

mainland, had then felt moved to give us 

their support.  In this issue you can read 

an article on one of them - Jo Everitt, 

who met our Volunteer Neil Hedges 

whilst both were on a coach tour of 

North America.  

Thanks to Neil’s enthusiasm for our 

Theatre and his volunteering role, Jo 

became captivated by his story and has 

gone on to become a Patron and firm 

supporter of FOST.  Jo Lives in 

Cambridgeshire and a number of us 

were delighted to meet with her when 

she visited our Theatre back in October, 

for what we hope was the first of many 

visits. 

I ‘m also pleased to let you know that the 

Friends of Shanklin Theatre have been 

chosen as one of the charities to support 

in the Local Co-op Community Fund for 

the next 12 months.  Further details are 

given in this issue, but basically by using 

your current Co-op membership or 

signing up as a new member you can 

nominate The Friends as your preferred 

charity.  This means that every time you 

buy Co-op own brand products and 

present your Co-op membership card at 

the till, 1% of the amount you have spent 

on these will be allocated to The Friends 

of Shanklin Theatre by the Co-op Local 

Community Fund.  We’ll also be sharing 

in the monies raised from the sale of 

carrier bags, which as you may know are 

now supplied at a charge if required. 

Overall this could be a really valuable 

fund raiser for FOST in the coming year 

and we are extremely pleased to have 

been chosen, so please give this your full 

support if at all possible. 

In the last issue, I also mentioned that 

we would be celebrating the 10th 

Anniversary of saving Shanklin Theatre 

during 2018.  Thanks to the efforts of so 

many, much has happened over the last 

10 years and today Shanklin Theatre has 

become a major theatre on the national 

circuit.   It is certainly important to 

mark this milestone and so we will be 

holding an event during the evening of 

2nd October at the Theatre.  Planning is 

already underway for this and we will be 

letting you have further information in 

due course. 

I do hope you enjoy reading this issue 

and on behalf of The Friends, may I 

wish you and your families a Happy 

Christmas and a prosperous New Year 

and our thanks to all of you for your 

continuing support of the Friends of 

Shanklin Theatre. 

With best regards, David Kast. 
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Thank you for reading our December edition of “Stage Write” magazine, I hope you 

find the content both interesting and informative. As we head into the Season of 

Pantomime, Christmas and the New Year, we have some more first class entertainment, 

acts and shows coming your way over the next three months or so;  

On the 1st & 2nd December, Footsteps Dance Studio Present; Putting on the Glitz, 

Theatretrain Present; Beauty and the Beast on Sunday 10th December and our 

friends from First Act perform The Snow Queen on the 11th & 12th.  

From the 23rd December through to the 3rd January, we have the wonderful Spotlight 

IOW Ltd performing our Christmas Pantomime Dick Whittington; there is also a 

special ‘Relaxed’ performance on Friday 29th December at 2.45pm. Please contact our 

Box Office for further details. 

And it does not stop there – Oh yes it does; - Oh no it doesn’t…………………… 

February the 9th, Faith – The George Michael Legacy, Milton Jones is out 

There on the 16th February and Joe Brown performing solo Just Joe at the end of 

the month. 

March is looking really busy with The Chicago Blues Brothers – Jasper Carrot – 

Stand Up & Rock, Russell Watson – Canzoni d'Amore and the incredible 

Jimmy Osmond - Moon River and Me among other superb acts and top shows 

throughout the month. 

For further future show dates and information please go on-line at: 

www.shanklintheatre.com or see our new Spring show brochure available at the 

theatre now. Also, don't forget to look out for Friends/FOST special discounts on 

selected shows. All of us at the theatre would like to extend 

our warm thanks for your continued support and 

encouragement, without you, we would not have our much 

valued & cherished premier Island entertainment venue. 

Have a very happy Christmas and a prosperous 2018. 

Thank you. 

Stage Write magazine was originally founded in October 

2010 by Ron Bird; I would like to personally thank Ron 

for his continued help & guidance. Michael Beston, 

Editor for Stage Write magazine December 2017.  

Help wanted with the theatre’s Social Media and Advertising Platforms. 

Are you interested in Social Media? Do you use Twitter & Facebook? We are looking for 

a lively volunteer to assist with our social media platforms. We currently have 5,500 

followers on Twitter and another 3,623 followers on our Facebook page & groups. The 

role would involve creating events, responding to comments and re-tweeting messages 

etc, full guidance will be given. Please contact membership@thefost.uk. 

http://www.shanklintheatre.com/
mailto:membership@thefost.uk
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Meeting Jo Everitt – By Neil 

Hedges 

I have friends who have owned a Villa 

in Florida since 1991, and I have been 

lucky enough to visit many times over 

the years for golfing holidays, and trips 

to the theme parks with them. My 

friends who own the villa tend to jet off 

to other areas of the USA to explore 

various regions before going down to 

Florida for the last couple of weeks of 

their holiday. They have always told me 

stories of their great times in LA, the 

Grand Canyon, Las Vegas etc, and I have 

always wanted to visit the region.  

As I am no longer married and now on 

my own, the thought of going on my 

own and renting a car has never really 

appealed to me. It was then that I had 

the idea of going on an organised coach 

tour of the area. I found a trip that 

matched my areas of interest and 

booked with a company called Titan 

Travel, who even arranged to pick me up 

from my home address on the Island.  

I travelled to Heathrow on 4th July 17 

looking forward to a great adventure to 

the western United States. On arrival at 

LA Airport we were collected by coach 

and transferred to our hotel for the 

night. The following day I met the other 

27 people who would be my travelling 

companions on the tour for the next 16 

days. There was a good mix of families, 

couples, a mother and son and as it 

turned out three single people on the 

tour, myself and two ladies.  

I was seated on the coach near to Jo 

Everitt (one of the single ladies) and 

naturally we talked during our trip, from 

there we often socialised in the evenings 

in the Restaurant and bar back at the 

hotels. During one of our chats over 

lunch at the Luxor Hotel in Las Vegas, 

Jo asked me what I did work wise. I 

explained that I carried out voluntary 

work for Shanklin Theatre, and went on 

to outline much of the recent history, 

and how it had previously been left to 

run down by the IOW council and was 

threatened with closure with the 

possibility of being demolished and 

replaced by a residential development. 

I went on to explain how FOST was 

formed and the current set up, with 

Volunteers undertaking the majority of 

the work, and how the theatre has been, 

and is still being restored and improved, 

and the great acts and shows that we 

now attract. Jo seemed surprisingly 

interested for someone who lived in 

Cambridgeshire and therefore had no 

local affinity. She asked lots of questions 

and seemed genuinely interested; I was 

worried I was boring her to death, but 

she assured me that I wasn’t.  

I later found out that her interest was 

due to her late mother being involved in 

local theatre amateur dramatics group 

when she was growing up, and that her 

and her mother had been involved in the 

unsuccessful attempt to keep Colchester 

Rep open in the 1970s. This explained 

the interest in my ramblings about my 

pride in our local Theatre and what had 

been achieved by a very dedicated, 

hardworking, group of local people.  

Towards the end of the holiday she 

handed me an envelope containing 

$300 (£228.00) and said that she would 

like to donate this to the work at the 

Theatre. I was of course shocked and 

extremely grateful and assured Jo that I
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Cont’d; would make sure the Theatre got 

the money, and inform the chairman of 

FOST, David Kast, which I did upon my 

return to the UK. Subsequently, Jo has 

decided to make an ongoing annual 

donation to the Theatre in memory of 

her late mother. Two seats on the 

Balcony have now had plaques affixed to 

recognise the support of Jo and also in 

memory of her late mother. 

It just goes to show that by talking about 

our work at the Theatre, help and 

support can come from unexpected 

places. 

Neil Hedges. 

Left: Jo Everitt & Neil Hedges – 

Below: Jo trying out our comfortable 

balcony seats. 

 

 

“Name a Seat” at Shanklin 

Theatre 

This is a unique opportunity to 

dedicate a seat at Shanklin Theatre 

in a location of your choice (subject 

to availability) with your special or 

personal message. 

You can “Name a Seat” for a 

minimum donation of £50.00 that 

lasts for ten years. Your special or 

personal message will be engraved 

onto a plaque which will be affixed 

to an auditorium or balcony seat of 

your choice, thus making it a very 

special part of the theatre’s history. 

Supporting a seat could not be 

easier, you can collect a support 

form from the theatre, or download
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Cont’d; a copy HERE  

Dedicate to Someone Special 

You can name a seat: 

 In your own name or family 

name. 

 In memory of someone special, a 

family member or a loved one. 

 As a gift to someone special 

celebrating a life event, a 

birthday, wedding, anniversary, 

retirement or even the birth of a 

baby. 

 In the name of a group, company, 

association or business etc. 

In addition, you will receive an official 

certificate of support from the theatre 

confirming your seat location & a guided 

tour of the theatre. 

 

The "Name a Seat" scheme will help go 

towards our future restoration 

programme. 

Your money will ensure Shanklin 

Theatre stays open not only for the 

community but also for visitors to enjoy 

our shows & local theatre productions. 

Our endorsements from the 

Theatre's Stars 

"I'm proud to be Patron of this lovely 

theatre, and if you are able to sponsor a 

seat this will go to help in the future 

running of the theatre" - John Suchet 

 

 

"Please help to keep this lovely theatre 

going by sponsoring one of their seats 

with a dedicated plaque" - Best wishes, 

Joe Pasquale 

 

"To name a seat was a truly unique 

way of telling my wife how much I love 

her and at a venue where we have such 

lovely memories" 

Mr G Turner of Sandown. 

Many thanks, Michael Beston. 

https://www.friendsofshanklintheatre.co.uk/documents/seat_sponsor.pdf
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Replacement Foyer Roof 

The roof above the foyer at the entrance to Shanklin Theatre has, like other parts of the 

building, come to the end of its useful life. The foyer below has been beautifully 

redecorated in recent times and there was risk of damaging this decor due to the ageing 

roof starting to leak again, despite being patched up more than once. 

The Trustees of Shanklin Theatre & Community Trust, whose responsibility it is to 

preserve the building, consequently tasked  a local firm, Newton Roofing, with the 

substantial job of stripping the old roof and renewing the lead covering on a like-for-like 

basis in line with English Heritage Grade 2 Listed Building requirements. 

Lead is a traditional covering and, with a long lifetime, has lasted well since the 1930s 

when the rebuilt Theatre was opened. The old lead wasn’t wasted – it went for recycling 

and will be processed and used again. 

It’s great to see a local firm has the skills to make use of these traditional materials. The 

images show some lovely lead work where the lead was joined (burnt): looking like a 

string of pearls. 

Contributions are always welcome to help with the significant costs in maintaining the 

fabric of Shanklin Theatre. 

Please consider and help contribute to this if you can by becoming a:  

‘Friend of Shanklin 

Theatre’ www.friendsofshanklintheatre.co.uk/about.php 

‘Name a Seat’ www.friendsofshanklintheatre.co.uk/name_a_seat.php 

‘Window Appeal’ 

www.shanklintheatreandcommunitytrust.co.uk/windows-appeal/ 

‘Personal Legacy’ 

www.shanklintheatreandcommunitytrust.co.uk/personal-legacy/ 

http://www.friendsofshanklintheatre.co.uk/about.php
http://www.friendsofshanklintheatre.co.uk/name_a_seat.php
https://www.shanklintheatreandcommunitytrust.co.uk/windows-appeal/
http://www.shanklintheatreandcommunitytrust.co.uk/personal-legacy/
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100th DIRECT DEBIT ACCOUNT 

 

Paying FOST membership by Direct Debit (DD) has reached a milestone.  

A year after launching this scheme, 100 DD accounts have already been set-

up, for these members, no more reminders, trips to the Box Office or 

sending cheques by post to pay their membership. 

If you would like to join them, details of how to set-up your online Direct 

Debit account can be found on the Friends web page HERE or visit: 

www.friendsofshanklintheatre.co.uk 

Going for a long holiday? Don’t worry! DD accounts can be set-up at any 

time but the membership fee will be taken from your account only when 

your membership is due. Your membership card will be sent to you 

automatically. Thank you, Jacqui Robertson. 

November 2017 Grand Prize Draw 

The prize draw winners which took place on Saturday 4th 

November 2017 in our Green Room:    

1st Claire £250 (returned to 
Theatre)   

Lake IW 1348 

2nd Mrs S 
Zambaux 

£100  E Cowes IW 0866 

3rd Mrs P 
Walsh 

£100 Ryde IW 0660 

4th Mrs P Key £50 Ryde IW 2691 
5th Mrs D Potts £50 Ryde IW 0813 
6th Mr A 

Pickering 
£25   Bromham 

Bedford 
0593 

7th Mrs L 
Harvey 

£25 (£5 returned 
to Theatre) 

Sandown IW 2415 

https://www.friendsofshanklintheatre.co.uk/volfre.php#dd
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL BREAKFAST 

 
The catering team throughout the year organise a 
monthly Breakfast Club in the Theatre Green 
Room, and each December as part of our 
Christmas celebrations we hold a Special 
Breakfast between 9.45 am and 11.15 am, 
this year a special guest will be joining us in 
the Green Room. 
 
Our Special Breakfast will be held on Thursday 14th December and the 
Menu will be: Smoked Salmon or Grapefruit starter, followed by a Full 
Isle of Wight Breakfast (Bacon, Sausage, Hash Brown, Fried Bread, 
Mushrooms and Tomatoes) toast with marmalade and tea or coffee with 
free refills.  
All this for just £5.00, with the proceeds from the breakfast going to the 
Theatre funds. 
 
Please book by no later than Monday 11th December to ensure correct 
purchase of food can be undertaken. The booking form has been placed on 
the staff corridor notice board, but if you cannot get into the theatre to sign 
up, please e-mail Dorothy on peter.coleman27@btinternet.com  
Tickets with a lucky number will be issued. Best regards, Dorothy Coleman. 

 

 

mailto:peter.coleman27@btinternet.com
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The Co-op Local Community Fund is now open for  

Co-op members who choose The Friends of Shanklin 

Theatre as their local charity 

 

Already a Co-op member? - Go to coop.co.uk/membership 

and choose to support The Friends of Shanklin Theatre.  

Not a Co-op member yet? - Go to coop.co.uk/membership, 

create an account and choose to support The Friends of Shanklin 

Theatre.  

Every time you buy Co-op own brand products at the Landguard 

Road Co-op, present your Co-op membership card at the till and 

1% will be allocated to The Friends of Shanklin Theatre in the  

Co-op Local Community Fund. And; 

When you buy selected products and services from Co-op Group 

businesses, including our food stores and funeral homes, 5% of 

what you spend will go into your Co-op Membership account. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

file:///H:/Shanklin%20Theatre/Stagewrite/coop.co.uk/membership
file:///H:/Shanklin%20Theatre/Stagewrite/coop.co.uk/membership
https://finder.coop.co.uk/food
https://funeralcare.coop.co.uk/finder
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Windows Update 

 

Both semi-circular 

window frames to 

the Façade of the 

Theatre have now 

been fully restored 

and fitted. Our 

theatre volunteer 

from the 

maintenance team 

Peter Tuppen has 

now applied the 

base coat and 

primer ready for a 

new shiny gloss 

topcoat. 

 

Full details of our ‘phase one window appeal’ can be found 

here: www.shanklintheatreandcommunitytrust.co.uk/windows…/ 

 

Our new ‘Box Office Open’ sign at the Theatre. 

********************************************************************* 

https://www.shanklintheatreandcommunitytrust.co.uk/windows-appeal/
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The Friends attend the Leaflet Exchange Day at Isle of Wight 
Pearl 

 

The Isle of Wight is open for business 

during the winter — that was the 

message from tourism firms at an expo. 

Held at Isle of Wight Pearl on Friday 3rd 

November, the leaflet exchange was 

attended by around 30 businesses keen 

to promote the Island's winter tourism 

offer. Representatives from Island 

attractions, events and activity 

companies shared their leaflets 

with accommodation providers, 

for them to pass on to their 

guests. Charley McAllister, from 

the Isle of Wight Pearl 

marketing team, said: “The Isle 

of Wight benefits from tourism 

in the summer months and, 

throughout the winter months, 

many businesses are affected by 

low trade as the Isle of Wight is 

deemed to be closed for winter.” 

"We want to shout about all the businesses that are open all year round." 

Above: Jacqui Robertson 

& Viv Howell setting up 

the theatre display.  

Right: Companies and 

organisations gather at 

Isle of Wight Pearl for a 

leaflet exchange to 

promote the Island's 

winter tourism offer. 

Courtesy of Emily 

Pearce. IW County Press. 
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OUR GRAND 
TOTAL:  
£120,746.76!!!  
 
Here we are approaching the 
end of another year, with the 
bucket collections through 
August, September and October 
raising over £5,239. Our 
collecting pots, placed 
strategically around the 
Theatre, raised £105. 
 
The excellent Best of the West End and Beyond closed their season by 
achieving £2,308 for August and September. 
 
The Russian State Opera performance of Tosca impressed the 
audience, who donated £219.87; while the Pepperpot Players 
presentation of the classic British farce - When the Cat’s Away - made 
£112. 
 
The ever-popular Savoyards’ production of the musical Nine to Five 
made over £538. 
 
Big Girls Don’t Cry, another favourite, did well with £193. Georgie 
Fame in Concert and One Night of Queen raised more than £150 
each. For kids of all ages, Dick Whittington and his Cat is this year’s 
Spotlight panto. 
 
The volunteers will be getting in to the Christmas spirit throughout 
December and wearing seasonal red tops, Santa hats and flashing bow ties, 
so you can’t miss us when we are there with our buckets! Ho ho ho! 
 
Wishing everyone Season’s Greetings. Alana Bird. 
 
P.S.: Keep a look-out for the new season’s A5 Brochure!  
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Lucky Winners of the FOST Members’ Draw - Each Won a £10 

Theatre Voucher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2017 DRAW 

Naomi Stanley No 1252 

Shirley Peck  No 069 

Patricia Rodway No 1231 

 

FESTIVE COFFEE, CAKE AND CHAT WITH CRAFT STALL – 

SATURDAY 2
ND

   DECEMBER 

Come and join us for this special festive Coffee, Cake and 

Chat with a TWG craft stall. Everyone welcome – Bring a 

friend!  

Theatre Green Room, 10am-1pm (stall until 12am only).   

Enter via the Box Office door. 

September 2017 DRAW 

Patricia Duckett No 1255  

Gwen Henley  No 017 

Clive Barber  No 901   

October 2017 DRAW 

Louise Bond No 050 

Paul 

Humphreys 

No 230 

Gillian Rand  No 1146 
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New Internal Walkway now has its own Memorial Picture Disc 

As part of the recent safety upgrades at the theatre, a newly formed walkway 

linking the Balcony stairway to an external safety route has been created. In the 

event of any emergency, this walkway can be opened to allow people to leave the 

building more quickly and safely should the need arise. The circular opening and 

brick wall shown in the image 

was originally an external part 

of the theatre building.  

As a memorial to all the 

tradesmen that constructed the 

then ‘Shanklin Institute’ back 

in 1878, it was decided that a 

pictorial dedication would be 

located on that particular part 

of the original building.  

Commissioned by graphic 

designers ‘Indigo Graphics 

Ltd’ under the direction of 

Theatre MD Vic Farrow & 

FOST VC Michael Beston, the 

picture disc was affixed by the 

theatre’s maintenance team. 

Left: Michael Beston & Vic 

Farrow inspecting the new 

picture disc. 

The Theatre’s History. 

Shanklin Theatre was formerly known as The Institute and opened in 1879. 

In 1884 new rooms were added: the Reading Room and Amusement Room. 

Visitors were charged 1d to use the Reading Room and this was housed in 

the lower section of the building to the right of the main front facade.  

The Amusement Room had two billiard tables and was managed by the 

Shanklin Chess Club. In 1913 the Council ordered that the words Institute 

and Reading Room be erased from the building and it then became The 

Town Hall.  
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Cont’d. In 1925 a serious fire occurred, which seriously damaged the 

Institute, but not the Town Hall.  

In 1929, Shanklin Urban District 

Council recommended spending 

£17,000 on structural 

improvements, but this was 

amended to £14,000 because 

Sandown Council objected in view 

of the proposed amalgamation of 

both local authorities in 1933.   

 

Above: Town Hall before the fire, c1900.  

In August 1932, approval to proceed with reconstruction was given and by 

the beginning of October work was well advanced on the demolition of part 

of the old Town Hall. Building commenced in 1933 and on 21st March 1934 

the New Town Hall and 

Theatre opened. It 

continued to be used as 

the Town Hall when 

South Wight Borough 

Council was created in 

1974, but ceased to be 

an active Town Hall 

from the formation of 

Isle of Wight Council as 

a Unitary Authority in 

1995.              

Above: New Town Hall 1934. 

During World War Two the Theatre was used for dances and many other 

kinds of entertainment.  The Theatre seated more than 700 people but 

when it was used for dancing, the staff would push all the seats to the side 

or under the stage to leave a large expanse of dance floor.  In the basement 

of the Theatre is the lower town hall room, this was used for meetings and 

as a bar until about 2005.  The Bar has now been re-installed and is 

currently open an hour before shows and during the interval. Near the Bar 
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Cont’d; is the old Wartime Control Room which is strengthened by large 

steel girders to safeguard users in case of bombing. These rooms continued 

to be used by the Civil Defence during the early part of the Cold War with 

the Eastern Block. Also on this floor, but only accessible from outside, was 

the Town Mortuary, more recently used as an Internet Radio Station. 

After the war the Theatre came into its own with the Barry O'Brien 

Company putting on repertory plays every week of the summer season, and 

on Sundays there would be concerts shared with Sandown Pavilion, to 

include many famous names of the era.  One cast would perform at 

Sandown Pavilion during the first half, while the other would be at 

Shanklin Theatre. They would change over during the interval, being 

shuttled by taxi between the two theatres.   In the winter the local drama 

groups, such as The 

Unity Players or The 

Palmerston 

Players, would hire the 

theatre to stage their 

own productions.    

From the 1970s 

Shanklin Theatre was 

the base for the Island 

Savoyards, a local 

amateur group 

performing Gilbert and 

Sullivan Operettas and 

other Musicals.   

The group still 

performs at the Theatre 

on a regular basis.  

Tickets in those days 

were sold from the former Box Office, now used as a sweet kiosk, in the 

front foyer.  In 1992 a new Box Office was created and this is sited to the 

right hand side of the main front entrance a little further up Steephill Road, 

in what was the former Reading Room. 

Above: The newly commissioned memorial picture disc.        Michael Beston. 
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CURRENT SHOWS WITH FOST DISCOUNTS  

 
 

 
Mumma Mia at the IOW Townwomen's 
Guild Annual Show 
Wednesday 21st February 2018 at 14.30 
Normal tickets: £13.50 
FOST member tickets: £12 

 
              
 

 
Anthony Horowitz's MINDGAME 
Wed 4th April 2018 at 7.30pm 
Thu 5th April 2018 at 7.30pm 
Fri 6th April 2018 at 7.30pm 
Sat 7th April 2018 2.30pm 
Sat 7th April 2018 7.30pm 
Normal tickets: £21 
FOST member tickets: £18 
 

  
Beyond the Barricade 
Saturday 21st April 2018 at 7.30pm 
Normal tickets: £22 
FOST member tickets: £20 
 

 
 

 
Brian Conley - Still The Greatest 
Entertainer 
Wednesday 25th April 2018 at 7.30pm 
Normal tickets: £24 
FOST member tickets: £22 
 

 

Save £10.50 on five shows!  

 
 

Audience with Ian Waite and Oti 
Mabuse - Rhythm of the Night 
Tuesday 1st May 2018 at 7.30pm 
Normal tickets: £27 
FOST member tickets: £25 
General public “Meet and Greet” 
ticket: £47 
FOST “Meet and Greet” ticket: £45                 
 

  

https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/mumma_mia_at_the_iow_townwomens_guild_annual_show/details.aspx
https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/mumma_mia_at_the_iow_townwomens_guild_annual_show/details.aspx
https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/anthony_horowitzs_mindgame/details.aspx
https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/beyond_the_barricade_1/details.aspx
https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/brian_conley__still_the_greatest_entertainer/details.aspx
https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/brian_conley__still_the_greatest_entertainer/details.aspx
https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/audience_with_ian_waite_and_oti_mabuse__rhythm_of_the_night/details.aspx
https://www.shanklintheatre.com/events/audience_with_ian_waite_and_oti_mabuse__rhythm_of_the_night/details.aspx
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  Congratulations to Jayne & James of Spotlight 

Ltd for their new addition to the Spotlight team! 

Baby Freddie Jax Derbyshire arrived on 14th 

November at 22.37, weighing 7lb 14oz!  

In true theatrical style – ‘the show must go on’ 

- Jayne will once again be producing this 

year’s professional pantomime, Dick 

Whittington and his Cat. 

James will be taking the title role in his usual 

exuberant style, along with the familiar favourite 

professional principals, dancers, juniors and live 

band in the Spotlight Company.  

 

Dick Whittington and his Cat. Shanklin Theatre’s 2017/18 Pantomime 

From the award winning team that brought you last year’s record breaking 

‘Cinderella’, comes the other famous rags to riches pantomime, Dick 

Whittington and his Cat. It is the story of the boy who came to London to 

seek his fortune and ended up being framed for a crime he didn’t commit, 

sailing across the world, becoming shipwrecked and battling an evil giant 

rat for control of the city. 

We at Spotlight make sure that our pantomimes truly have something for 

everyone in the family and Dick Whittington, although perhaps not one of 

the best-known stories is a perfect pantomime. The show takes you from 

bustling London Markets, to exotic desert islands with a hero you’ll love, a 

villain you can really boo and of course an all singing all 

dancing cat – the children will love her. 

Our show will be filled with great songs to tap your feet 

to, hilarious comedy and slapstick, action, adventure, 

romance, special effects and of course plenty of 

audience participation. 

The show opens on 23rd December and runs until 3rd 

January.  
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FOST CORPORATE MEMBERS AND PATRONS 

Since 2010, many dedicated people have rallied to save and continue to support Shanklin Theatre. 

Corporate Members and Patrons of Friends of Shanklin Theatre choose to donate more than a 

standard subscription. The FOST committee recognises the value of their support and would like to 

express gratitude for their generosity. 

The current list (dated 13/11/17) of FOST Corporate Members and Patrons is: 

FOST CORPORATE MEMBERS 

  
(Carol Laidler) 

 
 (Sally & Michael Beston)  

Cherwell Ironwork Ltd 

(Peter & Debbie Campbell) 

 

FOST PATRONS 

Margaret NEWMAN Kay MOTTRAM 

John Ash Rose Green Julie Riggott 

Graham Benson Tony Hagan Robert Robertson 

Ron Bird Neil Hedges Alan Rodway 

Alana Bird Jim Holland Patricia Rodway 

Amy Bird Sandra Honey Michael Sayers 

Bob Blezzard Les Honey Rosemary Sayers 

Susan Carstairs Lynn Jones Doreen Sheath 

Elaine Cesar Brian Jones Nick Skinner 

Den Clare Tim Marshall Michael Southwell 

Debbie Clement Nick Mattocks Peter Stockman 

Roy Coleman Pat McCree Jeremy Turk 

Freda Cooley Angela Moorman Rodney Walmsley 

Paul Coueslant Cilla Morris Ian Ward 

Pamela Dana Michael Murwill Janet Wardle 

Lynda Darby Doreen Needham Anne Watson 

Larry Darby Bill Nichols Heather Whitchurch 

Marilyn Dyason Lizzy Nichols Maxine White 

Michael Ellis Guy Palin John Williams 

Isobel Ellis Janice Palin Kevin  Wilson 

Jo Everitt Shirley Peck Anthony  Wood 

Jacqueline Flux Carol Pointer   

Terry France David Pointer   

 

If you wish to upgrade your membership to Patron (£25/year or more) or Corporate (£100/year), 

just contact Jacqui Robertson, FOST Membership Secretary, email:  membership@thefost.uk 

http://gb.kompass.com/c/cherwell-ironwork-ltd/gb25135575/
mailto:membership@thefost.uk
http://www.shanklintheatreandcommunitytrust.co.uk/news/message-from-cllr-ian-ward
http://www.thesnowdonhotel.co.uk/
http://www.janecoliver.co.uk/
http://www.thecliftonshanklin.co.uk/
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A letter from Cilla 

Our Welfare Co-ordinator, Cilla Morris will 

celebrate her 92nd birthday in January 
2018, Cilla is our most senior lady volunteer, 
and is also our group representative for 
volunteer support alongside Phil Kelly.  
Cilla goes onto write:  
 
‘After 32 fabulous shows the cast of the ‘Best 
of the West End’ have hung out their 
dancing shoes for another year. 
 

They will be back. The show gets better and better each year. Such a 
variety of songs, dances and a little humour, something for everyone’s 
taste and all performed with such energy. The comments after the show 
from the audience is so good - ‘better than the West End’ – ‘where are they 
going next?’ -  ‘have you a video for sale?’ I wish the cast could hear them.  
 
It’s for shows like this and all the others Vic books, that the theatre was 
saved. How lucky for them all to perform in such a lovely old theatre - 
everyone likes coming back, many times. If you did not manage to see the 
show you really missed a wonderful evening.  
 
We have so many shows here from top stars of stage and TV to those of 
local groups and dancing schools. Everyone enjoys performing at 
Shanklin. The theatre is going from strength to strength and long may it 
go on and on.  
 
Dick Whittington and his Cat on at Shanklin Theatre from 23rd December 
to 3rd January. Book early. Featuring the cast of the West End show.  

See you all in 2018’. Cilla Morris. 
 

********************************************************************** 

Many thanks to our Treasurer, Peter 

Frankling for producing the new 

style volunteer ID badges and 

lanyards. This is just another 

example of the theatre continuing to 

portray a professional image to its 

customers & patrons.  

Thanks again Peter! 
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Friends of Shanklin Theatre Volunteer Structure 

 

THEATRE SUPERVISORS 

Box Office – Janet Wardle / Sally Sibley.  

Ushering / Front of House – Peter Frankling.   

Bar – Brian Platt / Dave Pointer. 

Maintenance – John Steege. Deputy – Rob Robertson.  

Housekeeping – Shirley Hughes.  

 

THEATRE CO-ORDINATORS  

Confectionery Kiosk – Christine Reed / Lesley Kast. 

Catering – Dorothy Coleman / Lesley Kast.  

Bucket Collections - Alana Bird.  

Social Media & FOST Publicity – Michael Beston. 

friends@shanklintheatre.com  

Theatre Archivist – Derek Stephens. delboyds@talktalk.net 

Prize Draw Sales – Sylvia Lay Flurrie / Marie Richards.  

 

FOST CO-ORDINATORS 

Webmaster – Tim Marshall / Tim Leal. 

tim.leal@tldesignworks.co.uk  

Coffee, Cake & Chat – Pam Phillips.  

Welfare & Recruitment – Cilla Morris / Neil Hedges. 

Training – Phil Kelly.      

mailto:friends@shanklintheatre.com
mailto:delboyds@talktalk.net
file:///H:/Shanklin%20Theatre/Stagewrite/tim.leal@tldesignworks.co.uk


23 | P a g e  

 

FOST Committee Structure 

 

OFFICERS 

Chair – David Kast. david.kast2@gmail.com  

Secretary – Lynn Jones. 

Vice Chair – Michael Beston. friends@shanklintheatre.com 

Treasurer – Peter Frankling. 

Membership – Jacqui Robertson. membership@thefost.uk 

 

GROUP REPRESENTATIVES 

Vacancy – Theatre Upkeep. 

Janet Wardle – Sales. 

Roy Coleman / Peter Frankling – Hospitality. 

Cilla Morris / Phil Kelly – Volunteer Support. 

Alana Bird – Fundraising. 

Vivien Howell / Michael Beston – Publicity. 

 

Stage-Write magazine, published by the Friends of Shanklin 

Theatre. 

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 

Stage-Write magazine, the publishers do not accept any 

liability or provide any guarantee that the information is 

accurate, complete or up to date. The publisher and its 

contributors have used their best efforts in preparing these 

pages and this publication, but make no warranty of any kind, 

expressed or implied, with regard to the information supplied.  

Editor: Michael Beston, December 2017. 

mailto:david.kast2@gmail.com
mailto:friends@shanklintheatre.com
mailto:membership@thefost.uk
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